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CULTS BIELDSIDE AND MILLTIMBER 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL




COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING



22 September 2011 – 7.00 pm

Deeside Christian Fellowship Church, Milltimber

MINUTES


Chair
Peter Reiss 

Community Councillors present
Gillian Buchanan(GB), John Etchells(JE), Martin Harris(MH), Harriet North-Lewis(HN), Guus Glass(GG), Graham Payne(GP), Peter Reiss(PR), Derek Robb(DR)  

Apologies
Eleanor Brennan(EB), Norman Burt(NB), Tracey Davidson(TD), Christine McKay(CM), Andy Pyle(AP), Anne Rae(AR), Nigel Williams(NW), Snr Warden Robin Donald(RD), Cllr Aileen Malone(CAMa), MSP Maureen Watt

Minutes Secretary
Guus Glass

In attendance for all or part of the meeting
Cllr Marie Boulton(CMB), Cllr Alan Milne(CAM), PC Graham Welsh, Margaret Broadley, Bob Murray, Kristeen Murray, David Pearson, John Sutt

Item
 Topic
Action

1.0
Welcome, introductions and apologies

Peter Reiss welcomed everyone to the meeting and explained that, unfortunately, the speakers from the Cults Sports Complex and from the City’s Planning Department had other commitments. He proposed that the available time on the agenda could be very useful to discuss issues concerning the Friarsfield and Oldfold Farm developments. This was agreed.


2.0
Grampian Police (PC Graham Welsh)

The past month had seen four thefts from vehicles in the Cults area. One person had been caught in connection with these incidents which were therefore not considered by the police to establish a significant trend. One vehicle theft and two cases of vandalism were also reported.

In addition seven ‘quality of life’ incidents (drinking, drugs, fires, nuisance) were reported. The number of Anti Social Behaviour notices issued in the area remains low.

The police had no feed back on the dog threat issue discussed in the August meeting nor on the horse fouling issue discussed in June. These issues will be brought up in forthcoming internal police meetings for feed back, as will be any police action in Allan Park and any police action in connection with the thefts of metal drain hole covers reported by JE.    


Police

3.0
City Warden – Robin Donald (not in attendance) had submitted a written report highlighting that nine fixed penalty notices for littering had been issued in the area




4.0
Development Planning Process for the Masterplans of

· Oldfold Farm – Milltimber
· Friarsfield, Craigbank and Sunnyside – Cults
For the benefit of residents attending the meeting PR reviewed the history of the Oldfold Farm Development to date. He highlighted that the on many issues the community views are similar to those of the developers and in potential conflict with the requirements and guidance received from the city planners.

Following the discussion on Oldfold Farm, the key issues on the Friarsfield etc development – where the infrastructure concerns are very similar – were reviewed as follows:

1. Inadequate school capacity 

· New pupils will feed into the system gradually but Cults Academy is already operating above capacity and Banchory and Westhill Academies are also full.!

·  Lack of school places will have an economic impact, as staff will not move to Aberdeen if they cannot be sure of proper schooling for their children.

· Using the old International School could be considered.

· Re-introducing new zoning will not help as Laws require that spare places should be given to out-of-zone children.

· The city council has begun to accept that they have underestimated the school requirements and new more realistic figures for Cults and Milltimber Primaries and the Cults Academy have been produced. 

· A good strategic plan for the whole school system is required

· The Community Council agreed to form a Schools Working Group: Gillan Buchanan, Anne Rae and Christine McKay with help from Cllr Boulton. Their task will be to meet with authoritative council officials for an honest and open assessment of the current and future situation. 

2. Inadequate road infrastructure plans 

· The proposed road at the north of the Friarsfield site will only be constructed after sufficient cash has been generated from house sales.

· This situation seems to arise as a result of Banks requiring excessive deposits when financing developers

· The traffic assessments should not be limited to the local situation. Knock-on effects away from the development area should also be addressed.

· The Community Council agreed to form a Roads Working Group: Peter Reiss and Guus Glass with help from Cllr Boulton. Their task will be to meet with CALA and the traffic consultants for an honest and open assessment of the current and future situation. Lavina Massie from the Peterculter CC will be invited to join this group.

3. Flooding of the Cults burn 

· The SEPA map shows the area as prone to flooding
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5.0
Minutes of the last CBMCC Meeting 

The minutes of the August 2011 meeting were approved proposed by John Etchells and seconded by Gillian BUchanan



6.0


Matters arising from the last CBMCC meeting (and not on the agenda)

· The Oldfold Farm Group (PR, NB, NW) met with CALA and Council officials to discuss the masterplan for the development. Main proposals made were:

· Affordable homes. A desire for an owner’s stake in the properties. A developer’s contribution to be made to build homes to rent on cheaper land.

· A wish for the housing density to be reduced from 30 homes per hectare to circa 20.

· An expectation that the quantity, location and lay-out of the employment land be changed.

    CALA will respond to the points raised in the meeting, then a second meeting will follow with the public in late November..

· It was agreed that it would not be necessary to receive a presentation from the Himalayan Balsam team on the issue until some action is likely.




7.0

7.1
7.2

7.3

7.4

7.5

7.6
Reports

Treasurer (Graham Payne).

· The WRI has asked for a contribution to the kitchen refurbishment of their Hall. 

· Cost for a new notice board are estimated at £150

· Some of the Xmas lights need replacing and a new transformer will be required

· A forward CC budget for the current year will be prepared. A decision on the WRI request will have to await the approval of this budget.

Planning Liaison Officer (Christine McKay – not in attendance)

· A letter of concern regarding the large extension applied for on the corner of Dalmunzie Road application will be proposed.

· SEPA has objected to the proposals for building access to the Loirsbank Road development

· Substantial amendments have been made to the Earlswells site development proposals e.g. a beach hedge will be installed but speed calming measures will not be provided.

City Councillors  
Councillors Alan Milne and Marie Boulton

· The group of Conservative city councillors has split up. Alan Milne and Jim Farquharson have formed an Independent Alliance with Marie Boulton who will be their leader.  The Alliance will not be a new political unit. The councillors will stand as independents.

Councillor Marie Boulton:

· Environmental walk-abouts will take place on 29 September, starting at Cults library, Bieldside shops and Milltimber community centre.

· A temporary steering group has been formed for the Cults Community Learning Unit.

· Meetings are ongoing with Cults residents regarding the nuisance caused by the drain water and floodlights of the new Cults Academy sports fields. Main problem is to establish who will pay for installation and maintenance of e.g. shrubs. Good development is that residents now know who to call if lights are left on after 10 pm.

· Next weekend will see further landscaping work of the Cults Square green area. (In AOCB it was suggested by GP that the natural path from the post office to the busstop through the gardens should be formalised with gravel or bricks)

Civic Forum (Guus Glass)

The last full Civic Forum Meeting was dedicated to a review of the Forum’s activities and shaping the future of the group within the framework of the new Community Planning Board (formerly The Aberdeen City Alliance). A large number of suggestions to improve the effectiveness of the Forum were generated through discussion groups.

Community Council Forum (Peter Reiss)

The mediation meetings with the city’s planning department have been more constructive, leading to a proposal for a protocol.

MBC News

The CC agreed that in the next MBC News the position of the CBMCC regarding the legal proceedings around the AWPR will be clarified as follows:

“The CBMCC is not agreeing with the latest judicial action of Road Sense although many questions regarding the proposed road still remain unanswered” 
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8.0
General Correspondence (Guus Glass)

· It was agreed that there would not be an obvious reason for individual CCouncillors to join the proposed National Network for Community Councillors.  

· The CC noted the Community Care Grants Consultation by the Scottish Government.
· Attention was drawn to the Anthony Nolan Register of Stem Cell Donors. It was noted that this sort of correspondence items would fall outside normal CC business
· Attention was drawn to the request of Global Exchange for hosts.
· The CC noted the existence of a City Anti Social Behaviour Team.
· It was agreed to send to the Planning Dept a slightly amended version of the letter of opposition sent to Councillor Malone (and others) in May, to lodge CBMCC's formal objection to the choice of the Grove Nursery Recycling Site 
· The CC noted the Police, Fire and Rescue Services Reform Consultation.
· The CC will be represented at the Stocktake Event on 27 October to discuss the city’s alcohol strategy
· The CC noted the Celebrate our Fairtrade City Event on 7 October.
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9.0
AOCB

· HN thanked, also on behalf of the shop-owners, Councillor Boulton for her successful efforts to get the pedestrian pavement at the Bieldside shops renewed.

· GP reported that the street lights at the Cults primary school have failed.

· GP asked and CMB explained that, now that the new Academy rooms are available, the community rooms in the Cults Primary have reverted to school use. Hiring of these rooms by the community is still possible though (but is discouraged).

· GP drew attention to the very short traffic light slot onto the Kingswells roundabout when coming from Cults. No action was proposed.

 


10.0
The meeting was closed.

The next meeting will be on Thursday 27 October 2011 in the Cults Academy


Guus Glass: Secretary, CBMCC

· 01224 864925   cbmcc@cbmcommunity.org.uk
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