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CULTS BIELDSIDE AND MILLTIMBER 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL




COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING



27 October 2011 – 7.00 pm

Cults Academy

MINUTES


Chair
Peter Reiss 

Community Councillors present
Eleanor Brennan(EB), Gillian Buchanan(GB), Norman Burt(NB), John Etchells(JE), Guus Glass(GG), Christine McKay(CM), Graham Payne(GP), Peter Reiss(PR), Derek Robb(DR), Nigel Williams(NW)  

Apologies
Tracey Davidson(TD), Martin Harris(MH), Harriet North-Lewis(HN), Andy Pyle(AP), Anne Rae(AR), Cllr Marie Boulton(CMB)

Minutes Secretary
Guus Glass

In attendance for all or part of the meeting
Cllr Aileen Malone(CAMa), Margaret Broadley, Matthew Dickie, Ewen Gilchrist, Robert Hamilton, Bob Murray, Kristeen Murray, John Scott, Paul Watson

Item
 Topic
Action

1.0
Welcome, introductions and apologies

Peter Reiss welcomed everyone to the meeting and explained that, unfortunately, he still had been unable to secure the speaker from the City’s Planning Department. As in last month the available time on the agenda would be for an update on the Friarsfield and Oldfold Farm developments. He would also include a discussion on the relationship between the CC and the local churches. This was agreed.


2.0
Grampian Police 
PC Henderson was prevented from attending due to a concern call. He submitted the following post-meeting report:  

There is nothing major to report in terms of reported crime, other than 5 instances of theft from a shed, a garage and other insecure property in the CBM area.  Although this is still a low amount, and the instances appear sporadic, when the longer darker nights are upon us it's always a time to be more mindful in terms of security and more vigilant in terms of suspicious individuals/vehicles.

The amount of 'quality of life', anti-social and youth annoyance incidents are also low since the last meeting.. 


3.0
City Warden 

Not in attendance and no report received.


4.0
Update on New Developments (Peter Reiss)

Friarsfield, Craigbank and Sunnyside – Cults
· There will be a second information event on 1 November in the Cults Hotel. Four CCouncillors will attend the pre-meeting to discuss concerns with the Developers.

· The traffic assessment has been completed by Fairhurst and is reported to show a decrease of traffic compared to 2005. The validity of this conclusion was generally doubted and this will affect the credibility of the report publication, which is imminent.

· Fairhurst have no access to the AWPR work on traffic, which uses a different model. They just factor in the results.

· On basis of the traffic assessment report the developers may have to introduce mitigating measures.

· It seems imperative that the northern linkroad is completed before development starts to relieve pressure on Friarsfield Road.

· There appears to be a definite problem with the schooling numbers. The CBMCC Schools Working Group will meet with ACC’s Education Department to discuss the unrealistic figures that have been published. These have led to a lack of trust.  

· Schools and others issues arising from the  Local Development Plan have also been raised with ACC’s Chief Executive Valerie Watts

· PR has written to CALA with questions on the infrastructure provision and the traffic assessment.

· The CC may consider commissioning its own traffic assessment of the North Deeside Road i.e. including the Oldfold Farm development. This would be costly and private sponsorship may be required.

· PR has discussed the approval mechanism for housing with ACC’s planning department if the AWPR is delayed. It would not involve a planning consideration or a planning agreement being put in place. These only apply where actions are required by the Developer. To delay the house building it would require the planning application to be rejected. Given that the developments are in the LDP this seems very unlikely. It all feels like ‘Catch 22’ with the outcome of house building being approved without the infrastructure being in place.

Oldfold Farm - Milltimber

· PR and NB attended a traffic assessment meeting with CALA, Fairhurst and Peterculter CC. 

· CALA is listening to concerns and will expand the road network within the development.

· The existing Community Centre could be expanded through Developer contributions

· The masterplan is expected to be completed by the end of the year.

· There will be a follow up meeting in the Waterwheel Inn on 24 November. The dedicated CC team will attend. 

· Developers are not happy with the 25% quota of affordable housing. CBMCC has proposed that affordable housing at Oldfold Farm should be identical to the other houses. The expectation is that all the houses would be owned through a shared equity type arrangement. As an alternative for housing to rent the Developer could pay a commuted sum to enable a contribution to be made to build affordable housing on cheaper land elsewhere in the City.

· CAMa explained that it is ACC’s view that the tenants’ rents should cover all running costs of affordable houses. The capital funds will go to a Housing Trust organisation that may also receive Governments grants.


EB,GB,GG,GP

GB,CM,AR,PR

NB,PR, NW



5.0
Minutes of the last CBMCC Meeting 

The minutes of the September 2011 meeting were approved proposed by John Etchells and seconded by Graham Payne



6.0


Matters arising from the last CBMCC meeting (and not on the agenda)

· It is possible that the ACC Committee will decide to hold a public hearing on the plans to build a recycling centre at the entrance of Hazlehead Park.

· GG attended the ‘Stocktake Event’ of the Alcohol & Drug Partnership on 27 October. This well attended event (90+ participants) was organised to help with the update of the city’s alcohol strategy.

  


7.0
The Relationship of the CC with the Churches

Paul Watson, Ewen Gilchrist and Robert Hamilton offered their views on possible contributions of the churches to the work of the community council. This would be mainly on a social and moral level and could lead to a separate work group to meet on these soft items. Opportunities exist to improve communications to local residents on a variety of issues through a close working relationship between CBMCC and churches.

The churches already contribute to the MBC News. 

In addition it should be feasible for the four churches in the area to interest two people from their congregations in becoming CCouncillors.

As a start minutes and agendas will be sent to the churches for display on the notice boards.

 
GG

8.0

8.1
8.2

8.3

8.4

8.5

8.6
Reports

Treasurer (Graham Payne).

· The budget for the period Sept – Dec 2011 was discussed and approved by the meeting with the following adjustments: A new notice board would cost at least £250 and Xmas lights about £300.

· It was noted that the notice board of the old – to be demolished – West Church could be available.

· Contributions to the WRI Hall and the Scouts were approved.

· A group of early morning swimmers have approached CCouncillors if the CC would help them with an up front contribution that would allow them to reserve two morning slots per week in the Cults Academy Pool. CAMa explained that the swimmers would have to form their own club and would be expected to pay back the up-front fee. CAMa will discuss the matter with the director of Sports Aberdeen for clarification.  

Planning Liaison Officer (Christine McKay)

· Letters of comment sent for applications for 4 Binghill Road, Trumland, Friarsfield etc. development and Thornhill/Greenwhins sites.

· Attended design competition meeting for City Garden project. The costs of the Project still need to be explained

· Attended ‘mediation’ meeting and subsequent ‘Protocol’ meeting with ACC Planning Department.

· Matthew Dickie reported that the Muir Group have been asked by Aberdeenshire planners to build a pedestrian/cycle bridge over the Dee connecting to Old Ferry Road. This will connect to a new cycle path/route but the Newton Dee estate is concerned about the increased traffic.

City Councillors  
Councillor Aileen Malone

· The Housing and Environment Committee have introduced new procedures to manage problems with Council owned trees obstructing natural light for residents.

· The long running pavement problem outside Tesco in Cults was solved. Tesco fixed the uneven pavement left by utility companies.

· Drainage problems in Park Road were fixed.

· There is an increasing drainage problem in Cults. Drains are old and plug easily. Residents can help by clearing leaves before they get into the drains. Plugging should be reported to the Council who will unplug.

Civic Forum (Guus Glass)

The Civic Forum Lead Group discussed the activities of new Community Planning Board (formerly The Aberdeen City Alliance) with Alisa Duncan ACC’s Chief Strategist. There was some misunderstanding about the mutual expectations.

Community Council Forum (Peter Reiss)

Nothing to report

MBC News (Eleanor Brennan)

· A new distribution manager has volunteered.

· Printing costs have risen sharply recently and the editors are considering ways to meet these increases.

CAMa



9.0
The New Strategic Development Plan = Structure Plan (Peter Reiss)

The City and Shire Planners have started on the new Development Planning Cycle and published an updated ‘Main Issues’ report for consultation. Responses are required by end November. Tasks for pre-reading were distributed as follows;

· Housing Needs Assessment – Gillian Buchanan

· Transport – Nigel Williams

· Environment and Waste Disposal – Guus Glass


GB

NW

GG



10.0
General Correspondence (Guus Glass)

· Attention was drawn to a number of Government consultations of possible interest.

· It was agreed that the new Capacity Building Officer for our area should be invited to introduce her job in the next meeting

· The CC noted the Scottish Water Winter Code.

· It was agreed that a reaction would be sent to the fairly negative response of the city to our proposals on Traffic Flow in Cults.

· The Microsoft Software Donation Programme is for charities i.e. not applicable to CC’s

· The CC noted the forthcoming Review of MP constituencies and agreed that a response may be required.

· The CC noted the existence of a Community Toolkit Website.

· Chairman and secretary will assess the early copy of the new Community Council Establishment Scheme.

· The CC noted the invitation to the Planning Aid Parliamentary Reception.

· The CC noted the Review of Polling Places resulting in Cults West Church Hall replacing the East Church Centre.


GG

GG

GG,PR



11.0
AOCB

· NB reported that a red squirrel had been seen in the Milltimber area.

· GP asked about the environmental walk-about action points. The secretary will enquire.

· EB reported that while setting up matters for the MBC thank you party, 3 people had been fined for parking by the City Wardens. Secretary to contact Wardens

· PR reported that the Cults Academy activities i.e. Adult Learning, Sports, and After-Care facilities will be looked after by a Management Committee i.e. not a Mgt ‘Steering’ Cttee. A constitution and working protocol has been agreed and will be sent to the City for approval in November.


GG

GG

12.0
The meeting was closed.

The next meeting will be on Thursday 24 November 2011 in the Deeside Christian Fellowship Church, Milltimber.


Guus Glass: Secretary, CBMCC

· 01224 864925   cbmcc@cbmcommunity.org.uk
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