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CULTS BIELDSIDE AND MILLTIMBER 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL




COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING



26 May 2011 – 7.00 pm

Cults Academy – Community Room

MINUTES


Chair
Peter Reiss 

Community Councillors present
Eleanor Brennan(EB), Gillian Buchanan(GB), Norman Burt(NB), John Etchells(JE), Guus Glass(GG), Christine McKay(CM), Graham Payne(GP), Peter Reiss(PR), 

Apologies
Tracey Davidson(TD), Martin Harris(MH), Harriet North-Lewis(HN), Andy Pyle(AP), Anne Rae(AR), Derek Robb(DR), Nigel Williams(NW), Snr Warden Robin Donald(RD), 

Minutes Secretary
Guus Glass

In attendance for all or part of the meeting
Cllr Marie Boulton(CMB), Cllr Aileen Malone(CAMa), Cllr Alan Milne(CAM), Matthew Dickie, Mike Shepherd, Kathleen Robertson (Piper), Suzanne Kelly.

Item
 Topic
Action

1.0
Welcome, introductions and apologies

Peter Reiss welcomed everyone to the meeting and explained the additional items on the agenda. 


2.0
Grampian Police – No police officer was present in the meeting.


3.0
City Warden – Robin Donald (not in attendance) had submitted a written report

The CC noted the report highlighting that:

· In the past month 16 fixed penalty notices had been issued for littering and one for dog fouling.

· There are ongoing issues with cyclist allegedly going too fast and not appreciating others on the Deeside Railway line




4.0
Minutes of the last CBMCC Meeting

It was noted that the minute regarding the discontinuation of cheque guarantee cards was incorrect. CBMCC never had this card and hence will continue to pay by cheque as before. The comment had been for general information.

Subject to this change the minutes of the April 2011 meeting were approved proposed by John Etchells and seconded by Gillian Buchanan.


GG

5.0


Matters arising from the last CBMCC meeting (and not on the agenda)

· Need to remind Liaison Officer regarding confirmation of the co-option of Norman Burt 

· AR and PR attended meetings on the management of the community facilities in Cults – excluding the swimming pool. It is proposed to install a management committee for financial and operational control consisting of 6 – 8 users plus some administrative support. It could be set up as a charitable organisation. A two-page proposal will be submitted to the City Council. PR to follow up and report

· Although in a recent Civic Forum meeting members of the Youth Parliament had supported the involvement of youth in community councils they had commented on a lack of interest in items such as plannng applications. So far no potential CBMCC youth members have been found.


GG

PR



6.0
Union Terrace Gardens (Mike Shepherd)

Mike is the chairman of ‘Friends of Union Terrace Gardens’  a group campaigning to keep the gardens and assume a stewardship role for the area similar to that of the ‘Friends of Duthie Park’. He presented the procedure regarding the plans for a possible revamp of the area to date. The design brief for the competition is expected to be issued by end June. After a pre-selection of 5 – 7 designs, a final plan will be chosen by the project board.

He highlighted the following potential problems:

· What to do with the (possibly substantial) underground area?

· How will future ownership be arranged. The whole area is on common ground.

· What will be the final.cost of the project? Will the current estimate of £120 to 140 million be realistic (Union Square cost £250 million)?

· Will the ‘tax incremental funding’ construction protect the city against all borrowing risks?    If so who will underwrite these risks.

In discussion the following points were made;

· Aberdeen City Council has firmly stated that no council money will be put in this project.

· There is a definite proposal to put one design to a referendum type vote. Details of the voting arrangements have not yet been decided however.

· The railway is a ‘separate issue’.

· The road is council owned hence will not pose a special problem.

· The Friends of the UTG group have no specific plans for development of the gardens but a community run café and improved access were mentioned.

· The Peacock group have planning permission to build their centre but cannot lease the ground, hence lost the opportunity. Negotiations are underway to find anotherlocation.

The Community council noted the views of ‘Friends of the UTG’ and resolved to challenge the city council on how the voting will be handled.


PR



7.0
Local Councillor Shadowing Award -  In the interest of  time this item was deferred to the next meeting.




8.0
Maintenance of Green Island at Cults Square (Eleanor Brenna)

The owner of, Just Gems, a business that has moved into the premises once occupied by the Chip Inn had written to the Community Council for support to get some much needed maintenance work done to the herbaceous island outside the Cults Hotel and Cults Post Office.

Much rubbish and leaf debris were being blown around the area from the accumulated waste in the herbaceous island.

The owner and her daughter cleared out 15 black bags of rubbish and dead leaves from the unkempt island and did some basic pruning/weeding. Although the area now looks better, the shrubs require a major prune 

Roads Department appears to be responsible for maintenance of the area but they have currently no budget for general tidying of the island. As a gesture of goodwill, Just Gems has placed an order for several hundred spring bulbs and will be planting them this autumn.

In discussion it was noted/resolved that

· A Council maintenance squad had been responding to calls but – apparently - had only removed the bags of rubbish collected. The squad have confirmed that they will pick up litter in Cults Square from now on. 

· It was suggested that much of the rubbish is dumped by bus passengers before entering the bus. Cllr Malone will arrange for a bigger litter bin at or near the bus stop and a community order notice in the shelter.
· Cllr Malone will contact the teams that arrange community service to include the area in their work plan.

· Cllr Malone will be writing to Cults businesses asking them to support the maintenance/ planting of local green spaces, such as Cults Square, Darroch Park, etc. In return for their financial or other support a plaque will be included, i.e. similar to the city roundabout scheme. The businesses along Cults Square may wish to be the support for their area. This will be suggested to Just Gems.

· Cllr Boulton is planning to create a local work group of volunteers willing to do this type of clean ups – there are several other spots in the CC area that collect discarded rubbish and other material. This effort could be complimented by involving local Scouts/Guides who may wish to participate as part of work for badges.

CAMa

CAMa

EB

CMB

GB

9.0
Household Waste Recycling Centre in Hazelhead (Peter Reiss)
The Community Council had been made aware of objections raised by the Craigiebuckler and Seafield Community Council and discussions in the Community Council forum regarding the proposed Household Waste Recycling Centre in Hazelhead Park.

In discussion the following points were made: 

· Hazelhead Park does not appear to be the most obviously suitable location and it was wondered which alternatives had been looked at and why these were rejected.:
· Not many answers on the suitability of other locations were available at the recent public information sessiions.

· Cllr Milne handed the full selection report to the chairman.

It was resolved that the chairman and secretary would assess the complete information on alternatives now available and draft a well considered comment for submission to the Council. 

 
PR/GG

10.0
Tullos Hill Deer Cull (Peter Reiss)
The Community Council had been made aware of resentment in parts of the city towards the plans to cull some of the local roe deer, seemingly triggered by the need to limit damage to new trees to be planted on Tullos Hill. Suzanne Kelly a Torry resident had written to CBMCC to ask if the CC would take a position on this matter.

In discussion the following points were made:

· The tree planting drive is an election commitment of the current LibDem adminstration

· Funding from EU and other sources requires best practice and best value for money.

· Due to problems with earlier plantings, City will not get any more funding for tree planting unless a robust roe deer management programme is in place,

· Deer have no natural predators in Scotland. Aberdeenshire, Moray and private estates have a deer cull policy in place. Aberdeen City has management programmes for several other wild animals – e,g, rabbits - but not one for deer.

· A management programme that includes an annual deer cull of about 30 animals has been agreed recently by the City’s Environment Committee. This is a city wide programme but will help to reduce damage to new plantings in Tullos  where some 10 to 15 deer will be culled.

· Objectors say that there has been insufficient consultation on this programme. They would prefer fencing or other positive tree protection rather than killing deer. They are extremely unhappy about the Committee’s request to them to raise £225 000 for 10 years deer fencing as there is no council money to pay for that alternative.

The CC resolved that the deer culling policy appears to be a separate issue not just related to the planting of trees.

Post –meeting note: City tree specialists have been invited to speak in the next community council meeting. 


PR/GG

11.0

11.1

11.2

11.3

11.4

11.5

11.6


Reports

 Treasurer (Graham Payne) 
· Presented the audited 2009 and 2010 accounts. There were no material changes compared to the position discussed in the AGM’s of 2009 and 2010. The community Council approved the accounts by acclamation and unanimously. The statements will be forwarded to the City’s Liaison Officer.

Planning Liaison Officer (Christine McKay).

· Loirsbank residents are challenging the SEPA report on flooding risks. The CC will write to the Council to stress that the Developer will be held to account for any flooding damage.

· The CC agreed to object to the revised application to build one single house and six townhouses at 46 Culterhouse Road.

· Five applications for new buildings on existing plots have been submitted.

· Preparing for Planning ‘mediation’ meeting on 30 May and Planning Modernisation meeting on 15 June.

City Councillors  
Councillor Marie Boulton

· The capacity problems with the Cults Academy may have a knock-on effect on local business and the housing market. A float of places reserved for future ‘in-zone’ pupils should be included in the parents charter.

· The automatically lit up warning signs along the curved section of the Countesswells back road are in place! 

Civic Forum (Peter Reis)

The full meeting of the Civic Forum received presentations from the University Students Association and the City Youth Council. In private discussions youth indicated that they were most interested in the following subjects:

· Drugs and crime

· Employment and education

· Community involvement

· Transport and open space.   

Community Council Forum (Peter Reiss)

Still heavily engaged in the ‘mediation’ exercise with the city planners to improve the planning process. 

MBC News (Eleanor Brennan)

· The deadline for the next issue is 1 July

· Still looking for a ‘distribution coordinator’.


GP

CM

CM



12.0
General Correspondence (Guus Glass)

· Drew attention to invitation for ‘The Army Today’ Presentation  on 7 June.

· GG attended ‘Bucksburn in Bloom’ Gift to the City  on 26 May.

· A response needs to be drafted to the Open Space Strategy Consultation.

GG



13.0
AOCB

None




14.0
The meeting was closed.

The next meeting will be on Thursday 23 June 2011 in the Deeside Christian Fellowship Church, Milltimber


Guus Glass: Secretary, CBMCC

· 01224 864925   cbmcc@cbmcommunity.org.uk
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