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CULTS BIELDSIDE AND MILLTIMBER 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL




COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING



24 March 2011 - 7.00 pm.

Cults Academy, Cults

MINUTES


Chair
Peter Reiss 

Community Councillors present
Gillian Buchanan(GB), John Etchels(JE), Martin Harris(MH), Harriet North-Lewis(HN), Christine McKay(CM), Anne Rae(AR), Peter Reiss(PR), Derek Robb(DR), Nigel Williams(NW)

Apologies
Eleanor Brennan(EB), Tracey Davidson(TD), Andy Pyle(AP), Graham Payne(GP), Guus Glass(GG)

Minutes Secretary
Nigel Williams

In attendance for all or part of the meeting
Cllr Marie Boulton(CMB), Cllr Alan Milne(CAM), Cllr Aileen Malone(CAMa), PC Alisdair MacHardy, Snr Warden Robin Donald(RD), Patricia Frazer – ACC, Stewart Whyte(SW) Kristian Chapman(KC), Alexander Byland, Kathleen Robertson – Piper, David Pearson

Item
 Topic
Action

1.0
Welcome, introductions and apologies

Peter Reiss welcomed everyone to the meeting and explained the agenda. 


2.0
City Warden – Robin Donald explained parking patrols were continuing in the area where they had experienced issues at South Avenue and Monearn Grardens due to Milltimber Primary School pick up and drop offs.

The Wardens had arranged a litter pick with the help of Cults Academy 1st year students. It had gone very well with 16 bags picked up in 1.5 hours in the vicinity of the Academy alone. This was viewed as a possible annual event.

Only one littering ticket was issued but not to a local person.

No dog fouling tickets issued.

SW asked if a witness was required for a litter fine to be imposed. RD explained not, as the City Warden would be considered a professional witness and all that would be required.




3.0
Grampian Police – PC MacHardy reported a total of 28 offences having been reported during the past month for the CC area. Of these four – 1 posession / 3 vandalism – were recorded as priority crimes. This was an increase on last month with no explanation.

CCouncillors were told Inspector Chambers had offered to be available for chats regarding statistical presentations and how they could be tailor made to our needs as presently they are not suitable for use by CBMCC.

CAMa stated how BBQ fires had started again at the BMX park by Cults Primary School and asked for all persons present to be vigilent.

She also stated that someone, likely to be of extended stature, had pulled the plug on the electronic 30mph sign on Craigton Road. Discussion ensued regarding the obvious benefit of these signs and how the Bieldside Road sign was a perfect example, already reducing certain CCouncillors’ speeds.




4.0
Alternative Vote System – PR introduced Kristian Chapman from the Yes2AV campaign.

KC introduced himself as Campaign Manager covering Aberdeen and Shire from an office on Union Street.

The system was basically a change from the usual ‘place an X’ beside your favoured Candidate to a tiered numbering system similar to that used in many European countries.

In 2010 2/3rds of MP’s obtained office having only gathered <50% of the votes cast with an average of 30%. With AV a candidate must get >50% to win.

After an initial count if there is no clear winner with >50% then the lowest voted for Candidate is removed and a second count ensues, taking into account the number 2’s on the lowest Candidate ballots.

This means Candidates must work harder for their votes and was viewed as giving Constituents more say in who wins.

CAM asked if this was similar to STV. Answer from KC was yes, it is STV by another name.

PH asked how long from vote to elections result. Answer from KC was approx 2 days. He also added there were no machine counts, only manual.

GB asked is there expected to be a higher proportion of mistakes on ballot papers especially as the system seams fussy and may cause more mistakes. Answer from KC was there is a pre education program underway

PR thanked KC and introduced Stewart Whyte from the No2AV campaign.

SW introduced himself adding he is a CCouncillor in the city.

SW stated the AV system is passing us by as there is only 6 weeks to go until the referendum with little information around for educating the public.

AV is less proportionate, unprediictable and unfair to independent Candidates.

2.4 billion people use ‘1st past the post’ system and it works.

AV will turn the electorate off, causing them not to vote as it is too complicated.

Australia have been using AV and are experiencing 5 times more spoiled ballots and are now saying they do not want the system anymore.

AV squeezes smaller / independent parties with a resultant reduced chance of being elected.

AV is trying to avoid a durable system so the same parties are not elected all the time but this will not work.

The system is undemocratic as votes are counted more than once. AR of the Yes2AV campaign disagreed as all votes are counted every repeat time.

PR thanked SW and opens the floor to questions or discussion.

PR asks what is going to happen next from both campaign’s. KC stated there are 50 Campaign Managers all over the UK engaging the Community. In Aberdeen the Evening Express is to do a piece on the AV system, there are stalls in the city, election material is to be distributed some of which were made available to CCouncillors, Royal Mail were to offer one courtesy delivery and there was to be a TV advert of a non political nature.

SW stated relatively little other than their website which was viewable and stalls at M&S on the weekend. He feared TV and press was not engaging enough people.

PR asked who was funding each. KC stated the Electoral Reform Society and Roundtree. SW stated No2AV were not releasing knowledge of who was funding them.

PR asked why the referendum was on national election day. KC stated due to keeping costs down, saving on ballot papers, closing schools and manning polling stations on several occasions.

PR thanked all for their participation and was to approach both campaigns to write a short article for inclusion in the next MBC News.


PR

5.0


Minutes of the last CBMCC Meeting

The minutes of the February 2011 meeting were approved, proposed by Derek Robb and seconded by John Etchels.

Item 6.5 was incorrect as was noted by DR. It was to be altered to reflect a more collaborative volunteer list.




6.0
Matters arising from the last CBMCC meeting (and not on the agenda)

· PR raised the issue of obtaining youth membership to the CC. GB stated she does not know any teenager who would wish to join. However suggested contacting Modern Studies Department of the Academy to enquire of any. CM said the same approach could be made of the Universities.

· CAM suggested the MS Dept could ask young persons if they would like to attend a CC meeting to see what we do, tell us what they feel we should be doing and perhaps make a presentation of such.

· GB to make first approach to Cults Academy.


GB

7.0

7.1

7.2

7.3

7.4

7.5


Reports

 Planning Liaison Officer (Christine McKay)
· The letter expressing concern about the limited parking facilities proposed for the redevelopment of the former Cults Parish Church was submitted last month. The Sub Committee passed the proposal as is. CAM stated residents must be 70 years or older so it was expected less cars would be parking.

· Attempted, but failed due to them taking holidays, to talk to Planner’s re developments at Wellwood, Dalmunzie and West Cults Road. Will e-mail our opinions. CAM stated the proposal at West Cults Road was being done to provide funding for the flood prevention dam.

· CM and PR attended an ACSEF meeting where the Planning and Modernisation Forum have invited discussion, in June, re the process, transparency and accountability of the new planning process.

· CM is still not receiving weekly e-mails from Planning Dept. to chase up again.

· PR highlightd the newsletter regarding the ALDP recently received and how it seems confusing in so far as it seems to indicate the Enterprise Planning and Infrastructure Committee has taken the previous consultations as acceptance of the plan and is approved. However it was supposed to go before ACC for discussion. PR hoped the CCouncil feedback would be considered but it now seemed it would not. CAM was unsure of the timetable for discussion of the Plan over the next few months but would find out what was going on regarding the inferences made by the newsletter at next ACC gathering 27th April. CAMa stated it should still be going before ACC before approval and it was not a decision for EPIC.

Treasurer (Graham Payne) not in attendance.
City Councillors  
Councillor Alan Milne. 

· EPIC have set parking charges as changing from June / July to 2200hrs in multi storey’s and off street to 2000hrs. There would be no overnight charges, i.e. free after these two hours.

· Road repairs have a set resurfacing program to include sections of the Southern side of Nth Deeside Road, pavements to be mended near the shops but Contlaw Brae was on a reserve list.

· PR asked if there were any plans to reallocate funds to resurfacing. CAM answered no as something else would have to suffer in so doing.

Councillor Aileen Malone

· Winter weather had drained the road budget considerably, certainly more than expected, due to salt and grit supplies and activities.

· CAMa had visited the Academy pool with Chief Executive Valorie Watts and reports the saga is ongoing but could be resolved soon. Sports Aberdeen is the last stumbling block but this will be sorted.

· CAMa has requested the 20mph signage around the Academy be repainted.

Councillor Marie Boulton

· Drainage work was to be carried out in the region.

· CMB had, that evening, attended a meeting with Education, Culture and Sport where a heated debate caused a resignation of a member of the Management Committee and highlighted the issue of reduced Management not being able to continue community projects. There was a need to be careful with the running of day care centres etc otherwise we could be impacted by closures. PR pointed out the worst case scenario whereby community caring could stop. CMB agreed due to there being no money to extend care and Management Committees unwilling to take on cripling business like responsiblities.

· Bus fares are due to go up again but they have tried to consider the community by allowing 16-18 year olds to remain on child fares and possible discount on 4 week tickets.

· The Academy pool may possibly be run by Cults Otters as they have the experience and knowledge to do so. At least in the initial stages. With Sports Aberdeen to take over along with the gym facilities.

· Hillview area was still subject to flooding.

· Academy floodlit pitch was still an ongoing issue.

MBC News)

· KR to do an article re hedge trimming. Photos required please.

Cults Carol Event Organiser (John Etchels / Anne Rae / Derek Robb)

· At last CBMCC meeting Eleanor Brennan had suggested perhaps including something different this year. AR thought of inviting Academy musicians to perform, the Academy Choir and Community groups to be included. KR suggested the Deeside Choiristers. The overall reception of these ideas was good but DR warned of watching the length of the event. JE suggested to perhaps hold a second event. CAMa suggested attending at the ‘Old Folks’ residences as a second event.


CM

 CM

KR

AR / JE / DR

8.0
General Correspondence (Guus Glass) not in attendance.


9.0
AOCB

· PR reported on the new River Dee crossing study being performed and how it is still at very early stages of feasibility. There was a list of ten ideas on the table that would benefit the ALDP in that there was expected to be an increase in traffic of around 20-30%. If nothing was done there would therfore be an increase on average travel times of around 34% this including the expected relief from the AWPR. Ideas ranged between a public transport package, £100million flyover at Garthdee that would need to be funded by Developers, new bridges up or downstream of existing Brig ‘o’ Dee or a link road forcing traffic to the Milltimber junction of the AWPR. None were obvious solutions, so not much prospect of 

anything actually happening. The proposals were to go before ACC for discussion but it was queried if the level of development within ALDP was going to be handled by infrastructure of this scale.

· Mr Pearson reported three issues facing walkers within Milltimber area; 1 – fencing has dissapeared along Nth Deeside Road, East of Murtle Den Road. A possible accident waiting to happen. CAM to investigate. 2 – an electric fence 16” off ground at Milltimber Farm Livery could be accessed by children. Even though a wall was to be built it could still be potentially dangerous. What is the Peak Voltage running at? CMB to investigate. 3 – there had been some resurfacing done on the old railway line track, but not enough. The type of ‘dust’ resurfacing carried out had worsened the problem after heavy rain. What is going to be done? CAMa to investigate.

· GB reported the badminton community let at the Academy had voiced concern at the triple bookings. CAMa to investigate.

· GB reported that not all the material fly tipped at Hazlehead had been removed. CAM to investigate with Environmental Services.

· JE asked why do ACC get so little rates from Government. There was a resounding union of unknowing.


CAMa

CAM

CAM

CMB

CAMa

CAMa

CAM

10.0
The next meeting will be on Thursday 28 April 2011 in the Deeside Christian Fellowship Church, Milltimber


Guus Glass: Secretary, CBMCC

· 01224 864925   cbmcc@cbmcommunity.org.uk
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