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CULTS BIELDSIDE AND MILLTIMBER 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL




COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING



23 June 2011 – 7.00 pm

Deeside Christian Fellowship Church, Milltimber

MINUTES


Chair
Peter Reiss 

Community Councillors present
Eleanor Brennan(EB), Norman Burt(NB), Guus Glass(GG), Graham Payne(GP), Andy Pyle(AP), Anne Rae(AR), Peter Reiss(PR), Derek Robb(DR), Nigel Williams(NW)

Apologies
Gillian Buchanan(GB), Tracey Davidson(TD), John Etchells(JE), Martin Harris(MH), Harriet North-Lewis(HN), Christine McKay(CM), Snr Warden Robin Donald(RD), Patricia Frazer – ACC

Minutes Secretary
Guus Glass

In attendance for all or part of the meeting
Cllr Marie Boulton(CMB), Cllr Aileen Malone(CAMa), Cllr Alan Milne(CAM), PC Faroe, Ian Talboys-ACC, Richard Nicholson-ACC, Iain Martin, Martin Dickie, David Pearson

Item
 Topic
Action

1.0
Welcome, introductions and apologies

Peter Reiss welcomed everyone to the meeting and explained the agenda. 


2.0
Grampian Police – PC Faroe. 

A suspect has been charged in connection with wilful fire raising in Peterculter.

One theft by house breaking and six cases of vandalism were reported during the past month. Five of the vandalism cases involved cars – a worrying trend.

Five quality of life incidents were reported – two involving motorcycles.

David Pearson asked if fouling by horses of the old railway line path (not a public road) was an offence, This will be investigated.


Police

3.0
City Warden – Robin Donald (not in attendance) had submitted a written report - not discussed in the meeting but forwarded to community councillors later. 

City Wardens are to give a talk to Cults Academy pupils regarding litter, anti social behaviour and road safety. 
8 Fixed Penalty Notices have been issued in the patrol area, for littering since the last meeting




4.0
City Tree Planting Project (Ian Talboys)

After giving an overview of the city’s ranger service, Ian explained the background and aims of the ‘A Tree for Every Resident’ tree planting project.

The main points of his presentation were:

· The project was started by the city in 2007 aiming to plant 210 000 new trees by 2012 and has attracted a number of environmental commendations.

· The project has to be cost neutral and is initially funded from third party sources with some support from generated own income during the 100-year life span. 

· Until 2009 only 10 000 trees were planted and the first major planting effort of 87 000 trees commenced in March 2010. For 2011-1012 another 95 000 plantings are planned Tullos Hill will be included in this phase.

· Last year the problem of serious damage by foraging deer became apparent. Three sites planted in 2010 were 100% damaged. 

· The Forestry Commission, the major sponsor, requires deer control before the next planting phase can be started. 

· For the Tullos Hill the following deer management methods were studied and rejected by Aberdeen City:

· Deer fences – not practical for a large area with persistent vandalism.

· Individual tree tubes – too expensive and suffering from vandalism.

· Choose deer resistant tree species – During tests no surviving species was identified.

· Apply deer repellents – not effective on a large-scale project.

· The remaining option is to introduce a deer-culling programme in the Tullos area. In other (smaller) areas fencing will be considered. Each area is looked at individually.

· Countrywide information has shown that a density of 4 to 8 deer per 100 ha will result in minimal damage to young trees.

· Surveys by Scottish Natural heritage using thermal imaging equipment have established that there are generally 29 deer in the 60 ha Tullos Hill area i.e. 48 per 100 ha. 

· The cull will aim to reduce that number to 3 or 4. Culling will not start until after 31 October. 

· Specialist personnel using firearms and following the requirements of the Deer (Scotland) Act 1996 will carry out the culling operation.

After some questions and clarifications the chairman thanked Ian Talboys and Richard Nicholson for their very informative presentation.

The Community Council will reconsider their position and possible representations in the next (August) meeting.

Post-meeting Note: The information on the extent and numbers of the cull appears to be different from the information recorded in the May meeting.



5.0
Traffic Flow in Cults Village (Iain Martin)

Mr Martin, a Cults resident, presented the Community Council with his ideas to improve the car traffic flow on the North Deeside Road at its crossing with Kirk Brae. The traffic flow is already very slow at busy times and the erection of a further 500 houses at Milltimber will do nothing to improve the situation. His suggestions were:

· Remove the bus stop east of the traffic lights on North Deeside Road as another bus stop exists nearby at the Cults Hotel. The road is wider there and buses uplifting or dropping off passengers would not impede the flow of traffic.

· Extend the double yellow lines outside the Clydesdale Bank further east as far as the Subway shop. This would then allow two lines of traffic travelling west - the outer lane for vehicles wishing to turn up Kirk Brae.

In discussion the Community Council considered the extension of the double yellow lines not practical. In spite of this it was resolved that the CC will write to the city to ask for a re-arrangement of the road markings creating a dedicated right turn lane for traffic going westward, when next due. This would hopefully stop inconsiderate drivers blocking the through traffic when waiting to turn. 

Instead of completely removing the bus stop east of the lights the CC will suggest to move it to the west side of the junction. This will change the obstruction caused by buses further up stream, unfortunately not to a wider section but possibly causing less hold ups at the junction when the lights are green - the hold up time for through traffic while waiting behind the bus being the same. 


GG



6.0
Minutes of the last CBMCC Meeting

The proposed minutes of the May 2011 meeting showed a spurious section in 11.3. Subject to removal of this text the minutes were approved, proposed by Graham Payne and seconded by Norman Burt.




7.0


Matters arising from the last CBMCC meeting (and not on the agenda)

· PR reported on the provision of adult learning at Cults Academy. He is now a member of the management steering group involved in the development of a business plan that will become the responsibility of a Management Committee. There are still many issues to resolve and he will keep the CC informed as they get progressed.

· The CC liaison officer has no objection to the co-option of Norman Burt

· An additional large litterbin has already been installed at the bus stop on the Cults square.

· The CC has submitted a letter of representation regarding the planned waste recycling centre in Hazlehead expressing concern about the choice of location on ‘default’ grounds rather than following a strategic view. Cllr Malone reported that it is legally impossible to move the current tenant of the alternative Whitemyres location. 

· Information on the Local Council Shadowing Award has been circulated to CCouncillors for discussion in the next meeting.




8.0
Oldfold Farm Development Proposals (Peter Reiss)

A number of CCllrs had been to the information meeting. The CALA team appears very professional in their approach but there is a lack of detail and substance in the presented plans particularly in relation to the infrastructure. 

As an example it was observed that CALA have not yet obtained any traffic assessment.  There were also questions about the integration of affordable housing in the plans.

CALA have been invited to discuss their plans in the August CC meeting.

A work group of Milltimber CCllrs will be set up.


PR



9.0
Open Space Strategy Consultation (Guus Glass)

GG had studied the document and proposed to comment along the following main lines:

· A lot of work has gone into this strategy document.

· Usefulness as a policy document is limited due to the omission of private gardens/grounds and farmlands/fields from the open space definition.
· Priority is on urban open space. Rural (green) open space gets insufficient attention.
· The actions are not quantified in terms of manpower hence may not be achievable in the time frame projected.
A draft letter will be circulated for comments before submission.


GG

10.0

10.1

10.2

10.3

10.4

10.5

10.6


Reports

 Treasurer (Graham Payne) 
· The 2009 and 2010 accounts have been audited and sent to the city.

· The CC agreed to contribute £400.- to the MBC Festival once the annual grant(s) have been received.

Planning Liaison Officer (Christine McKay – not in attendance)

· Residents met with planning department officers regarding the Loirsbank Road development. Discussed were the entrance road to the new houses, problems with work traffic and the deposition of spoils on the lower ground – which could lead to further (unwanted) building opportunities.

· The Strathisla, Baillieswells Road application has been approved on appeal. Scale and location of the new builds have not been changed.

City Councillors  
Councillor Marie Boulton

· There has been a lot of vandalism in the area recently. Many plants targeted.

· There have been complaints about revellers urinating in streets and porches.

· Access and drainage problems around the new Cults Academy continue to be discussed with residents.

· Early morning parking problems for deliveries at Tesco in Cults are continuing.

Councillor Aileen Malone

· First tenants will move into Rorie Court, Cults in August.

· Fly tipping has been reported in the Counteswells Forest and Darroch Park, Cults

· City wardens have been asked to patrol on rave nights.

· Signs will be placed on the Cults Community Centre car park to prevent parking by Academy pupils.

· The new town office in Marishall College has been populated.

Civic Forum (Guus Glass)

No report 

Community Council Forum (Peter Reiss)

The CC Forum continues to be engaged in a ‘mediation’ exercise with the city planners to improve the planning process. 

MBC News (Eleanor Brennan)

· The deadline for contributions to the next issue is 1st July

· An article on the CC position regarding the Milltimber Oldfold Farm Development is required


GP

PR

11.0
General Correspondence (Guus Glass)

· Received notice of submission to the Governments Reporter of unresolved issues of the proposed Local Plan. Extracting responses specific to points made by CBMCC from the ACC website proves very difficult as all similar comments are grouped together.

· Attention was drawn to Holiday Inn’s special room rates.
· There will be a Walking Event on 22 July.
· Licensing Forum and Police have responded to points submitted by CBMCC. Police want more information on underage alcohol selling.

· CC will not respond to invitation to compete in Community Garden Challenge.


JE

12.0
AOCB

· Milltimber resident David Pearson passed on an open invitation to visit the new riding facilities at Oldfold Farm

· PR received a request from the Kingswells CC to move the border between the CC areas to include a Barratt development on the north side of the A944 that is more closely aligned to their area. They have also requested to be involved in joint discussions with the developers over any Counteswells Masterplan. The CC unanimously agreed to these requests. The boundary change will have to be proposed to the city and formally agreed by the city council.

· AR is still discussing a choral contribution by the Cults Academy to the CBMCC Xmas event with Moira Hunter. 


PR

13.0
The meeting was closed. There will be no CC meeting in July.

The next meeting will be on Thursday 25 August 2011 in the Cults Academy


Guus Glass: Secretary, CBMCC

· 01224 864925   cbmcc@cbmcommunity.org.uk
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