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CULTS BIELDSIDE AND MILLTIMBER 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL




COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING



24 February 2011 - 7.00 pm.

Deeside Christian Fellowship Church, Milltimber

MINUTES


Chair
Peter Reiss 

Community Councillors present
Eleanor Brennan(EB), Gillian Buchanan(GB), John Etchels(JE), Guus Glass(GG), Martin Harris(MH), Harriet North-Lewis(HN), Christine McKay(CM), Graham Payne(GP), Anne Rae(AR), Peter Reiss(PR), Derek Robb(DR), Nigel Williams(NW)

Apologies
Tracey Davidson, Andy Pyle, Cllr Aileen Malone, Snr Warden Robin Donald

Minutes Secretary
Guus Glass

In attendance for all or part of the meeting
Cllr Marie Boulton, Cllr Alan Milne, Police Sgt Alan Ross, Norman Burt, David Pearson, Kathleen Robertson (Piper)

Item
 Topic
Action

1.0
Welcome, introductions and apologies

Peter Reiss welcomed everyone to the meeting and explained the agenda. 


2.0
Grampian Police – Sergeant Alan Ross introduced himself as the new man in the South area for the next seven months. A total of 13 offences were reported during the past month for the CC area. Of these only one – a fire raising incident – was recorded as a priority crime. This confirms that there are no apparent crime problems identified for the area at this time. 

Cults and the surrounding areas were recently subjected to overnight crimes whereby motor vehicles were targeted. Positive results of investigations led to reporting of a number of offenders and as a result no further crimes of this type have been reported. 

There were seven ‘Quality of Life’ incidents  

CCouncillors asked if past crime trends could be made available. Although there are occasional peaks in these figures which would make trends difficult to interpret Sgt Ross would enquire*. Comments were also made on the possibility that the poor condition of the roads would lead to more traffic accidents and on the abundance of fly-tipping in Hazlehead Park. 

The City Warden report mentioned the issue of fixed penalty notices to persons within the CC area including one for dog fouling.

* post meeting response: The CC area will be subject to occasional peaks in incidence of crime due to specific factors, where simplistic comparison with previous statistics means very little. Best approach is for any crime series/ crime hotspots to be highlighted to the group with detail of positive/ negative results of Police enquiries made. 


Sgt Ross

3.0
Annual General Meeting -  See separate Minutes


4.0


Minutes of the last CBMCC Meeting

The minutes of the January 2011 meeting were approved, proposed by Derek Robb and seconded by Gillian Buchanan




5.0
Matters arising from the last CBMCC meeting (and not on the agenda)

· An article on CC membership will be included in the next MBC News and further personal approaches will be made to interested residents.

· A fact finding visit to the new central bus station at Union Square is planned in preparation of making representations to the City.


EB

GG,PR

6.0

6.1

6.2

6.3

6.4

6.5


Reports

 Planning Liaison Officer (Christine McKay)
· The CC agreed to submit a letter of objection to the application for a new dwelling on the site of Lesanga Lodge at Dalmuinzie Road.

· The CC agreed to submit a letter of objection to the application for a new dwelling on Wellwood at North Deeside Road

· The CC agreed to submit a letter expressing concern about the limited parking facilities proposed for the redevelopment of the former Cults Parish Church. The letter to include support for the establishment of a new community outreach centre on the site. The CC confirmed their views expressed in the September 2010 meeting that they see the advantage of taking down the spire. 

· CM met with Chris Jackson of the City’s Planning Dept to discuss the process failure in connection with the application to extend 11 Abbotshall Terrace. According to the planners the fact that amended documents were not published on the City’s website had not influenced proper processing of the application. It will not be possible to overturn the decision to approve but it was agreed that the process controls need to be sharpened up. The City will advise the CC about their intended action.

· As a result of the meeting above the weekly application listings will again be e-mailed to CM. These mailings had for unknown reasons been discontinued to our CC only.  

· PR attended the ‘Mediation Meeting’ between City Planners and Community Councillors lead by a mediator from the Scottish Government. Many complaints and concerns were voiced by the CC representatives in a fairly hard confrontation. Several ideas were identified to improve the working relationships and the efficiency of the planning system. These ideas to be investigated and developed by joint ACC/CC working group.

City Councillors  
Alan Milne. 

· The City budget for 2011 was set.

· The full City Council approved the application for a new football stadium at Loirston. This will have to be ratified by the Scottish Government. The proposal for the third Don Crossing was also agreed albeit with about 20 to 30 conditions. This is part of the AWPR development.

Marie Boulton

· Details of the budget discussions: The reduction of PSA staff will be 200 instead of 300. The report ion the inclusion policy for kids will be brought forward.

· The application for a new Nazareth House in the Green Belt was approved.

· Happy Uncle lost their alcohol license for 6 months as a result of underage selling.

· The temporary lights on the NDR in Milltimber which caused serious delays will now be removed in the evening to allow free traffic flow at peak times.

· The NDR will be 40 mph all the way along the new International School.

Civc Forum (Peter Reiss)

The Forum held their AGM and elected new representatives on the lead group.  Guus Glass retained his seat on that group.

MBC News (Eleanor Brennan)

· The deadline for the next issue is 1 April.

· An article on the responsibility of residents to trim hedges will be provided by Kathleen Robertson of The Piper.

Cults Carol Event Organiser (John Etchells)

· The X-mas lights have been damaged and may need replacement next year.

· It proved not necessary to buy traffic cones to block off the square.

· Two safety lights were bought instead.

· The CC agreed that the event should remain on the agenda

· Derek Robb and Anne Rae volunteered to work with JE and other participants on the organisation of this year’s event.

· PR to discuss more involvement of the churches with Paul Watson of St Devenock’s

· It was suggested that preparations might have to start earlier.


CM

CM

CM



7.0
General Correspondence (Guus Glass)

· Handed Heritage Trust Newsletter to CM

· The CC’s attention was drawn to this year’s Environmental Walkabouts on 29 September

· PR will consider attending the ASCC Common Ground meeting in Glasgow.

· Attention was drawn to the government consultation on Fire, Rescue and Policing services on scotland.gov.uk/Consultations

· The CC wants to know more about the Alternative Vote system and hence wishes to invite Kristian Chapman of the YES campaign to the next CC meeting.

· PR will respond to the consultation on the Local Housing Strategy 2012-2017
· GG and EB will draft a response to the consultation on the Gypsy/Traveller Unauthorised Encampment Police Procedure

.
PR

GG

PR

GG/EB

8.0
AOCB

· HN reported that there is still water on the railway line.

.


9.0
The next meeting and AGM will be on Thursday 24 March 2011 in the Cults Academy


Guus Glass: Secretary, CBMCC

· 01224 864925   cbmcc@cbmcommunity.org.uk
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