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CULTS BIELDSIDE AND MILLTIMBER 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL




COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING



25 August 2011 – 7.00 pm

Cults Academy

MINUTES


Chair
Peter Reiss 

Community Councillors present
Gillian Buchanan(GB), Norman Burt(NB), John Etchells(JE), Martin Harris(MH), Harriet North-Lewis(HN), Guus Glass(GG), Graham Payne(GP), Andy Pyle(AP), Peter Reiss(PR), Nigel Williams(NW)

Apologies
Eleanor Brennan(EB), Tracey Davidson(TD), Christine McKay(CM), Anne Rae(AR), Derek Robb(DR), Cllr Alan Milne(CAM), Snr Warden Robin Donald(RD)

Minutes Secretary
Guus Glass

In attendance for all or part of the meeting
Cllr Marie Boulton(CMB), PC Craig George, Derek Lawson - CALA, Rod Howat – CALA, A.Allan, Martin Dickie, M.R.Hassan, Ian Lakin, R.S.McDonald, David Pearson, Paul Watson

Item
 Topic
Action

1.0
Welcome, introductions and apologies

Peter Reiss welcomed everyone to the meeting and explained the agenda. 


2.0
Grampian Police (PC Craig George)

The past month was relatively quiet with just two house break-ins and one theft from a motor vehicle. There were eight ‘quality of life’ incidents, including public nuisance, motorcycle and fire cases. 

CCouncillors asked if owners were obliged to have terrifying dogs on the lead when walking on the railway line. There is no law about leads although certain breeds have to be muzzled. The police will make the city wardens aware of potential nuisance situations occurring as a result of freely roaming dogs.    


Police

3.0
City Warden – Robin Donald (not in attendance) had submitted a written report that had been forwarded to community councillors before the meeting. Thirteen fixed penalty notices for littering had been issued in the area




4.0
Development Planning Process for the Masterplans of

· Oldfold Farm – Milltimber
· Friarsfield, Craigbank and Sunnyside – Cults
PR introduced the guests from CALA, Derek Lawson, Strategic Land Director and Rod Howat, Planning Manager. He emphasized that the discussion in the meeting should concentrate on the process by which the development plans would be taken forward. The following events are already programmed:

7 Sept. - A workshop on the Oldfold Farm Masterplan in the Waterwheel Inn. Attendance by invitation only.

8 Sept. – A public exhibition in the Cults Hotel on the Friarsfield etc development.

Rod Howat reviewed the background and history of the Oldfold Farm development. He highlighted the comments received during the public exhibition in June. Total turn out was 163 and 79 written responses were received with the main comments of opposition covering the following themes:

· Transportation: 61 comments, 

· Housing Numbers/Density: 52 comments, (+)

Other themes receiving negative comments were (in descending order):

· Primary School Location: 36 comments, (+)

· Schools unable to cope: 34 comments

· Commercial Uses Proposed i.e. shops location and numbers: 32 comments, (+)

· Inclusion of Affordable Housing: (+)

· Loss of Community ‘Feel’

· Loss of Green Fields/Belt: 18 comments

· Uncertainty re new Neighbourhood Centre: 12 comments, (+)

· No development wanted

· Location and area of open space/parks: 9 comments, (+)

· Lack of sewerage/infrastructure: 8 comments

· Effects on Binghill Road residents

· Location, safety and appearance of the SUDS (= Sustainable Urban Drainage System for controlled rainwater drainage)

· Effects on care home: 5 comments

In addition some supportive comments were received on a number of the themes listed above, marked with (+). Supporting comments were also received on the design, concept and quality of place. 

In discussion the following points were made:

· CALA is still in discussion with the city’s education department regarding the suggestions to extend/increase the capacity of the existing Milltimber primary school rather than building a new one in Oldfold.

· Existing shops in Peterculter and Cults are struggling and it appears therefore that creating new shops in Oldfold is not a commercially sound plan. CALA is following general requirements of Aberdeen City in this respect and this would be a prime issue to resolve in the masterplan workshop. 

· The housing density of 30 units per Hectare is also a planning requirement from the ACC. CALA norms for housing density is closer to 15-20 units per Hectare. This is another area of concern that needs to be addressed in the workshop.

· There is general uncertainty of what is included in respect of ‘other’ infrastructure contributions. Would this include e.g. widening of the North Deeside Road? CALA has responded to a consultation paper produced by ACC on developer contributions to infrastructure projects across Aberdeen, stating cautiously that although the principle was acceptable, certainty had to be given that funds put ‘into the pot’ must be used to deliver projects and alleviate problems in specific locations or communities for which the financial contributions had been made, not to cross-fund projects in locations on the other side of the city. 

· A primary school should be in the centre of the development rather than near the North Deeside Road in view of safety and traffic congestion. It should however also not be too close to residences.

· There is uncertainty about the nature of the commercial units planned in the development i.e. factories or office space. The requirement is for employment generation and this would be another subject for attention in the workshop.

· The CC highlighted the need for a strong focus on effective communication with local residents. 

The forward planning process will be:

· Following the workshop on 7 September and further iteration with community groups a 

 modified masterplan to be consulted upon locally.

· After considering further comments and a few more iterations with e.g. the community council a final masterplan will be presented to the city planners

· If accepted this plan will be approved as  ‘supplementary guidance’ within the context of the Local Development Plan and will guide future planning applications.

· Future developments will still require going through the planning application process, taking into account the supplementary guidance (i.e. the masterplan) and subject to the normal opportunity to submit representations, objections etc.

The following points were made regarding this process:

· Issues should be fed back to the public in a clear unambiguous way (e.g. schools)

· It is essential that a proper transport assessment is available sooner rather than later and the community council would like to be involved in its preparation (methodology and assumption).

· The available information on schooling requirements is conflicting.  It is essential that both the community and CALA know the facts on primary and secondary education, such as capacities, current and future rolls and policies relating to catchment area reviews and pupil placing.  Only by that means can there be any confidence in being able to move forward the proposals. The CC expressed the view that a contingency plan to cater for unexpected situations should be prepared as part of the masterplan.

· The development is a long-term project (10 year+) and the masterplan should be able to cope with changing circumstances. It should be flexible in specific areas to allow adjustment if conditions prove different from those assumed (e.g.timing of AWPR).

· The masterplan should show deadlines for specific infrastructure decisions.

· The October deadline for comments that is mentioned in the CALA pamphlet is not a formal date in this process, it is one which was chosen by CALA as a reasonable length of time to allow responses.

The Community Council appointed Norman Burt and Nigel Williams in addition to Peter Reiss as their representatives for the Oldfold Farm Masterplan discussions. They will attend the meeting on 7 September. 

The Friarsfield, Craigbank and Sunnyside development is currently scheduled to have a Development Framework, which is one step back from a masterplan. The planning process is slightly different, as these sites are part of the previously agreed but still current local plan. However, it starts with a public exhibition on 8 September at the Cults Hotel.

CALA and Stewart Milne, two of the developers involved, will host this event. The third developer within the defined Local Plan allocation boundary, Scotia Homes, has jumped the gun unexpectedly by submitting an early planning application for 10 private detached houses, to be discussed by the Development Committee shortly. 

Post meeting note: Following a site visit, the application (P110559) was approved on 26 August.  Scotia need only contribute minor amounts of planning gain and the site is regarded as a standalone development, not a component of the wider LP allocation.


NB/NW/PR

5.0
Minutes of the last CBMCC Meeting 

The minutes of the June 2011 meeting were approved proposed by Andy Pyle and seconded by Nigel Williams.



6.0


Matters arising from the last CBMCC meeting (and not on the agenda)

It was explained to the police that the CBMCC comment on underage drinking was based on the view that routine checks on existing licensed premises on sale of alcohol to underage customers would be good policy rather than arising from CCllors personally observing such a sale taking place. The response of the police has clarified that such checks do in fact take place.




7.0
Tree Planting and Deer Cull  (final discussion – Peter Reiss)

It was observed that this issue appears to be handled and communicated by the City Council in a rather confusing manner – including some conflicting statements made in the relevant CBMCC meetings. Given that Peter wrote an article in the MBC news highlighting the public relations disaster, the fact that there were differing views amongst CBMCC members and that the culling was taking place outside our area, it was decided not to pursue the matter further. 




8.0

8.1

8.2

8.3

8.4


Reports

 Treasurer (Graham Payne)

· The annual grants for 2010 and 2011 have been received

· The CC confirmed that the MBC Festival will be sponsored with £400.
· The CC agreed to sponsor the Cults Scouts’ visit to Belarus with not more than £100.
· A new notice board at the Cults Library should be considered and a quotation will be requested.
· New X mas lights should be considered.
Planning Liaison Officer (Christine McKay – not in attendance)
City Councillors  
Councillor Marie Boulton

· A task force for the revamp of Cults Square has been formed and the project will be started during the weekend of 10-11 Sept. The city will assist with the removal of shrubs. Much compost is needed but all seems under control of the task force members.

· The Development Committee will discus the application of Scotia for building 10 houses in the Friarsfield area in their forthcoming meeting.

· Also on the agenda is the proposal to build 9 large houses and two garages on the site of Earlswells House (CBMCC have written a letter of concern about this application)

· The proposal for double yellow lines in Quarry Road will also be discussed.

Civic Forum (Peter Reiss)

The last Civic Forum Lead Group Meeting was largely occupied with realigning the Forum with the new set up of the Community Planning Board (formerly The Aberdeen City Alliance). This is the meeting place of City Council, Public Service Organisations, Commercial Interests and Citizens (i.e. the Civic Forum) to prioritise the allocation of public funds in the city. It was commented that the new names of the various Challenge Fora reporting into the Board – i.e. Healthier, Wealthier, Greener, Smarter, Safer – might lack common appeal and clarity.


GP

DR



9.0
General Correspondence (Guus Glass)

· Attention was drawn to the work of the Justice Authority and the Criminal Justice Board.

· The CC noted the staff changes in the City’s Community Team
· Contact will be sought with the project team looking at the Himalayan Balsam issue.
· A response will be prepared to the CC survey from Reform Scotland.
· Attention was drawn to the Rhythms Newsletter from Newton Dee.
· The CC noted the Britain in Bloom campaign of the Royal Horticultural Society, but has no intention to participate at this stage.
· The CC noted the meeting on Managing Migraine on 17 Sept in the Caledonian Hotel.
· The CC noted the small grants scheme to support fighting the stigma attached to mental health launched by the ‘See Me’ campaign of the Scottish Government. 

GG

GG/PR



10.0
AOCB

· GB drew attention to the lack of physics teachers in the Cults Academy. This will affect proper education in the subject. The efforts of the Academy are not communicated effectively to parents. GB will write to Councillor Boulton on this matter.

· HLN asked about the work in the Bieldside play park. NW reported this completed.
· MH reported on outdated timetables of the country buses at some stops. 
 
GB

11.0
The meeting was closed.The next meeting will be on Thursday 22 September 2011 in the Deeside Christian Fellowship Church, Milltimber


Guus Glass: Secretary, CBMCC

· 01224 864925   cbmcc@cbmcommunity.org.uk
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