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CULTS BIELDSIDE AND MILLTIMBER 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL




COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING



28 April 2011 – 7.00 pm

Deeside Christian Fellowship Church, Milltimber

MINUTES


Chair
Peter Reiss 

Community Councillors present
Gillian Buchanan(GB), John Etchells(JE), Guus Glass(GG), Martin Harris(MH), Harriet North-Lewis(HN), Graham Payne(GP), Andy Pyle(AP), Anne Rae(AR), Peter Reiss(PR), Derek Robb(DR), Nigel Williams(NW)

Apologies
Eleanor Brennan(EB), Tracey Davidson(TD), Christine McKay(CM), Cllr Marie Boulton(CMB), Cllr Alan Milne(CAM), Snr Warden Robin Donald(RD), Patricia Frazer – ACC

Minutes Secretary
Guus Glass

In attendance for all or part of the meeting
Norman Burt(NB), Cllr Aileen Malone(CAMa), David Pearson

Item
 Topic
Action

1.0
Welcome, introductions and apologies

Peter Reiss welcomed everyone to the meeting and explained the agenda. He especially welcomed Norman Burt, whom he proposed for co-option as a Community Councillor. The proposal was seconded by Guus Glass and carried unanimously. The co-option will have to be confirmed by the Community Council Liaison Officer.
GG



2.1
City Warden – Robin Donald (not in attendance) had submitted a written report.- received with thanks and noted by the CC.

David Pearson asked what the legal position is regarding fouling of the Old Railway Line path by horses. This will be put to the warden in the next meeting.

CCouncillors suggested that litter picking around the Cults Academy by 1st year students should probably be more frequent than once a year.


RD

RD

2.2
Grampian Police – No police officer was present in the meeting. 

GG sought the views of the meeting regarding the change of operating mode of the police introduced last year. The change in organisation was hailed a success by the police force before views of the community were sought. Generally CCouncillors observed no change on the street but this could be due to the fact that the CC area is relatively peaceful. The CC meetings were still attended by different officers most of the time. 

GG also commented on the unsatisfactory communication by the police with the community in other instances and it was agreed that PR and GG would arrange to meet Inspector Chalmers to discuss this matter.


GG

3.0
Minutes of the last CBMCC Meeting

The minutes of the March 2011 meeting were approved proposed by John Etchells and seconded by Gillian Buchanan.




4.0


Matters arising from the last CBMCC meeting (and not on the agenda)

· There was no news on a contribution by the AV groups for the MBC News.

· GB had approached the Head of the Cults Academy and received a positive response to the proposal to involve pupils in the Community Council activities. Community Learning Development officer Lorna McAndrew is in the process of setting up a Learning Partnership (first meeting on 17th May, 10.00 - 11.00) and the subject can be discussed then. PR will attend the meeting for the CC. He will relay that the May CC meeting happens to be in the Academy. It was suggested that that CC meeting should possibly have an appropriate ‘youth’ item on the agenda.

· PR provided an article on Hedge trimming for the MBC News.

· AR had discussed with Moira Hunter, the musical director the possibilities of a performance of the Academy choir at the Carol Event. They will have further contact in June.

· Cllr Milne reported that he investigated the issue of the fence along the Nth Deeside Road and found that as it is on private property remedial action is not the City’s responsibility. 

· Cllr Malone reported that it is unlikely that any money will be available to do more tarring of the railway line in the near future.


PR

GG

AR



5.0
Union Terrace Gardens

In a general discussion on the merits of the proposed development of Union Terrace Gardens the following points were made;

· The design competition has attracted much interest throughout the world. It is the intention that after a first selection by a jury drawn from The Aberdeen City Alliance organisation some six or seven designs will be put out to a referendum type public consultation. Three selected final designs will be subjected to a second public consultation.

· The competition brief asks for entrances at street level but appears not to require the whole area to be at that level. This was an important point for some CCouncillors who were concerned that designers would not have the freedom to introduce imaginative alternatives to the current green space. 

· Designers should preferably be familiar with the area and the city.

· There will be no underground parking facilities in the designs.

· The City council is not involved in any decision making. Its interest is due to ownership of the ground.

· Costs are estimated at £140 million of which £70 million has been pledged. The confidence of the project organisation that the missing funds will emerge once the project starts was not generally shared by the CC.

· The Wood Group is currently paying all initial costs on top of the £50 million pledge by Sir Ian Wood.




6.0

6.1

6.2

6.3

6.4

6.5

6.6


Reports

 Treasurer (Graham Payne) 
· The 2009 and 2010 accounts are with the auditor.

· The MBC Festival organisers have requested a financial contribution from the CC. It is proposed to discuss this in the May meeting.

· Cheque guarantee cards will no longer be valid as from 30 June.

Planning Liaison Officer (Christine McKay - not in attendance).

· The Dalmunzie Road application was refused after a site visit (attended by GB)

· The CC is considering submitting a letter of objection to the revised application to build one single house and six townhouses at 46 Culterhouse Road.

City Councillors  
Councillor Aileen Malone

· The City Council approved the Proposed Local Plan for submission to the Government Reporters. A proposal to divert the 3000 dwelling Countesswells development was defeated.

· Efforts to safeguard the future option of a link road through Garthdee North also failed. It appeared impossible to amend the development to less than 80 houses to keep land available for the road and the proposed full development was carried on the vote. The ‘linkroad option’ can now only be introduced during the masterplanning exercise. It was noted that the current Garthdee CC is opposing the construction of a link road.

· The remaining part of the Loirsbank area (i.e. excluding current approved development) was returned to Green Belt.

· Sports Aberdeen has agreed to manage the Academy pool and waiting is now on the signing of the contracts.

Civic Forum (Guus Glass)

· The Lead Group of the Civic Forum received a presentation of the Scottish Health Council on its role for patient and public involvement in NHS operations.

· Attended the ‘Planning in a New Parliament’ event organised by the Royal Town Planning Institute. The panel of politicians were generally of the opinion that there should be flexibility between subsequent plans if circumstances change dramatically. Cherry picking by developers within a too ambitious Local Plan should not be allowed but no indication was given how that could be prevented within the current Law. 

Community Council Forum (Peter Reiss)

The CC Forum continues to be engaged in a ‘mediation’ exercise with the city planners to improve the planning process. CAMa commented on the unsatisfactory rule that planning decisions will stand despite subsequently proven process faults. In discussion the CC supported any change that would allow reverting that sort of decisions.

MBC News
No representative attending.
GP

CM

PR

7.0
General Correspondence (Guus Glass)

· Received Certificate of Insurance protecting CCouncillors to public liability and libel claims.

· Details of First bus fares changes are available (generally increases).

· Sent comments on Police procedure for unauthorised gypsy/traveller encampments and received acknowledgement. Also received documents on relevant city policy.

· A Public Entertainment Licence will be required for locally organised events after 1-4-2012

· CCouncillors wish to receive Sustainable Government Newsletter once for information.

· To send around Local Councillor Shadowing Award Scheme for better understanding.




8.0
AOCB

· NB reported that residents have requested parking restrictions on Binghill Road to prevent dangerous traffic situations when under snow cover. Councillor Boulton and the City Roads dept are involved. The latter will do a survey, results of which will be reported in future.

· MH reported that several of the timetables posted at the bus stops need updating. No CC action was proposed at this stage.

· JE reported that the lack of a car parking for pupils at the Cults Academy causes problems at other locations. Currently parking space at the Community Centre is suffering as a result but restrictions at that location would move the problem back to surrounding streets. This is basically a problem that can only be solved by the Academy management and it is unclear if and how external measures could assist.

· JE reported that the 200-year flood levels for the Loirsbank flood plain are still being disputed. This matter is being taken up by a local resident. 


NB

9.0
The meeting was closed.

The next meeting will be on Thursday 26 May 2011 in the Cults Academy


Guus Glass: Secretary, CBMCC

· 01224 864925   cbmcc@cbmcommunity.org.uk
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