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CULTS BIELDSIDE AND MILLTIMBER COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Annual Report 2010

Organisation and Activities

Membership – The following councillors served during the year:

2010

Mr Peter Reiss (chairman)

n.a.  (vice- chairman)

Mr Guus Glass (secretary)

Mr Graham Payne (treasurer)

Mrs Christine McKay (planning liaison officer)

Ms Eleanor Brennan

Mrs Gillian Buchanan

Mrs Tracey Davidson

Mr John Etchells

Mr Martin Harris

Mrs Christine McCrossan (resigned in January)

Ms Harriet North-Lewis

Mr Derek Robb

Mr Andy Pyle (co-opted in January)

Mrs Anne Rae  (co-opted in February)

Mr Nigel Williams (co-opted in February)

4 vacancies

2 youth vacancies

The Community Council has been modestly successful in its effort to attract new members to fill vacancies during the year.  All co-opted new councillors were formally approved in May.

Meetings – The Community Council held 10 regular meetings, generally on the fourth Thursday of the month. No meetings were held in December and July. The venue for the meetings alternated between the Cults Community Centre (until June), Cults Academy (after August) and the Deeside Christian Fellowship Church in Milltimber. Members of the public attended meetings regularly especially when discussions focussed on the new Aberdeen Local Development Plan.

Presentations - The Community Council received the following presentations during the year:

· Peter Sanderson, Principal Community Learning Worker, spoke about Community Learning and Facilities. A review of the community centres’ organisation was underway to cope with the budget cuts. The CC commented on the inefficient consultation process.
· Richard Blain of Aberdeen City Council addressed the larger picture of Road Maintenance in Aberdeen. The revenue and the capital budgets had both been increased substantially but there is still a lot of outstanding work The CC offered a number of comments mainly targeted at the long term planning aspects.
· Dawn Tatton and Robert Morrison of Aberdeen City Council presented an overview of the city’s rubbish collection and recycling practices on the occasion of the introduction of fortnightly collections in the CC area. Many useful practical points were highlighted in response to questions by the CC.

· Shan Parfitt, resident and member of the Linkroad Campaign Group, presented the case for a new road linking Inchgarth Road with North Deeside Road between Pitfodels and Garthdee. The Community Council is supporting the linkroad proposal and has advocated strongly in favour of keeping this option open in the Local Plan if no immediate funding can be found.

· Margaret Bochel, Scott Dalgarno and Andrew Brownrigg of Aberdeen City Council presented the proposed Local Development Plan for Aberdeen City. This meeting had been especially advertised and residents attended in a reasonable number. A lively discussion brought out the concerns of the community regarding the uncertainty surrounding the infrastructure and transport provision for the proposed new developments.
· Richard Ferro, a resident, presented his ideas on the merits of community projects for Corporate Away Days. The CC will investigate the practical potential of this approach.

Correspondence – The Community Council received 260 items of mail during the year, mostly by e-mail. That is about one for every working day. Some 14% of these concerned the New Local development Plan, 11% referred to CC activities mainly the Xmas Carol event. About quarter of the incoming mail was of no specific interest.

The CC sent out 46 items, again mainly by e-mail. About half of these dealt with direct CC activities, some 20% concerned planning and licence applications 

Participation in City and Country Associations – Guus Glass, Peter Reiss and Derek Robb served as representatives on the Civic Forum. The CBMCC was represented with at least one representative in all meetings of the Forum. 

Guus Glass continued to be a member of the lead group of the Civic Forum.

Peter Reiss represented the CBMCC on the Community Council Forum.

The Community Council continued to be a member of the Association of Scottish Community Councils. 

Festival – The traditional MBC Festival was organised successfully in August by an independent work group with support from the Community Council

Mode of Operation – The responsibilities and practical processes for decision making of the Community Council were documented and agreed

Newsletter – The MBC News is an independent community newsletter, supported by the Community Council. Four issues were published in 2010, each including extensive news reports and subject contributions from the Community Council and the Elected Members for the area. Some more mini CV’s of the Community Councillors were also included.

Planning Report – An new planning report was introduced by the Planning Liaison Officer showing graphically the extent of involvement of the Community Council in the stream of applications for work in the area and giving details of applications reviewed. The report is issued monthly to the Community Councillors and is also published in the MBC News. 
Small Improvement Fund – A number of final donations were made to local activities and initiatives from the Small Improvement Fund assigned to the Community Council. Refer to the Accounts Report for details. The fund was discontinued by the city in April.

Walkabouts in the CC area – Members of the Community Council participated in the annual environmental walkabouts in Cults, Bieldside and Milltimber.

Website – A new community website was declared ‘up-and-running’ in January

Xmas Carol Event – In December the CC organised the traditional Xmas Carol Event on the Cults Square. An estimated 300 participants including the Bon Accord Silver Band, the Morven Singers and members of the local community came to the event. Joint Masters of Ceremonies Ewen Gilchrist and Paul Watson had put together an entertaining programme of Carols and excellent 'solo' pieces. The Cults Hotel and Kelly’s of Cults provided soup and mince pies respectively. A total of £367 was raised, donated to VSA’s charitable Christmas events in Aberdeen City

Community Issues

The Community Council addressed the following issues arising within the CBM area during the year. The subjects are listed alphabetically.

Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route – The 2008 Inquiry results and the response of the Reporters to the representations of the CC were finally received. The CC’s submissions were supposedly taken into account but ultimately rejected. This is very disappointing also considering the volume of work involved.

Bus Service  – The CC participated in meetings with First Bus on the possible improvement of services in the area.

Community Action Plan – The reporting of actions and results under the Community Action Plan and the Neighbourhood Plan is unavailable and consequently the Community Council was not involved in any monitoring or adjustment of these plans.

Community Learning and Facilities – The Community Council participated in meetings on the future organisation of the community facilities and in the consultation on the location of the new community learning hub in the Cults Academy. 

Himalayan Balsam – Attention was drawn by a local resident to the prolific growth of this invasive non-native species on the borders of the river Dee. The Community Council is consulting with the Dee Catchment Partnership to see what can be done to eradicate the weed or at least to prevent it spreading upstream.

Local Planning Applications – Of the 230 new applications submitted for the Lower Deeside Ward (which includes Peterculter), the CBMCC Liaison Officer reviewed 176 applications pertinent to the CC area – that is about one every other day! 

The Community Council submitted formal comments of concern or support (1) on the following applications:

· Erection of apartment blocks at 46 Culter House Road (100392)

· Erection of dwelling and garage at Shenavall, 517 North Deeside Road (100564)

· Extension of 11 Abbotttshall Terrace (101696)

· Erection of dwelling and garage at Trumland, Dalmunzie Road (101768)

· Erection of dwelling at The Firs, 92 North Deeside Road (101825)

· Redevelopment of Cults East Parish Church, 402-404 NDR (101202 & 101943)

· Erection of dwelling at West Cults Road, rear of 8 Belvidere Road (100075)

· Erection of dwelling at Bieldside Lodge, North Deeside Road (100444)

· Conversion and extension of the Station House and Cottage, Pitfodels (100689)

· Eight house residential development at Loirsbank Road (101384)

Of the applications causing concern, four have been refused or dropped and two were approved, the remaining are pending. Three refused applications of concern to the CC were appealed resulting in review and a site visit by Reporters from the Scottish Government. In all three cases the city’s refusal to grant planning permission was upheld.

In relation to two applications significant issues with the planning process have been observed and the CC will follow up with Aberdeen City Council directly to avoid repetition in the future i.e.:

· Loirsbank Road (101384) – the Development Management Sub Committee overturned a decision made at a meeting of the full Council to zone this area as green belt and approved the application to build 8 new houses.

· 11 Abbotshall Terrace (101696) – revised drawings for the house extension were not posted on the Aberdeen City planning website in a timely fashion preventing the CC from being able to comment. A letter of comment would have resulted in consideration of the application by the Development Management Sub Committee rather than by just the Planning department. The Planning department used 'delegated powers' and approved the application.

New Aberdeen Local Development Plan – After the Main Issues Report had been commented on last year, a Proposed New Development Plan was received for consultation in September. 

Small groups of Community Councillors were assigned to study specific sections of the Plan and to generate comments and questions to be addressed with the Planners. 
In first instance this resulted in a question list for the city planning group attending the October CC meeting. The discussion in that meeting brought out the concerns of the community regarding the uncertainty surrounding the infrastructure and transport provision for the proposed new developments.
The city planners did not address specifically the 28 questions submitted by the CC in advance of the meeting but a complete written response was received later.

On basis of this response and the discussions in the various CC meetings, the Community Council submitted formal comments on the following sections of the proposed Plan:

· Overview of the Local Development Plan

· Masterplanning and Developer Contributions

· Schools

· Transport and Accessibility

· Affordable Housing

· Greenbelt and Protection of the Environment

· City Centre Development

· Site Developments in our Community Council Area

· Countesswells

· Oldfold Farm

· Friarsfield

· North Garthdee Farm

Police Matters - The Community Council was informed about incidents and crime in the community by the Community police officers reporting in all monthly meetings. In several meetings the City Wardens were also represented. No alarming trends were observed. Community Councillors made several suggestions regarding street and road safety for action

This year saw a major change in the operating mode of the police from a city wide specialist task organisation into an area specific force with dedicated community officers. The permanent police station in Peterculter – one of three area stations - was moved to the new Cults Academy. 

City Issues

The following, city-wide issues which would impact on the CBM community were also addressed during the year.

New Aberdeen Local Development Plan Procedure – On behalf of the Aberdeen Community Council forum, the chairman of the Community Council drafted a critique on the overly optimistic planning forecasts used in the Local Plan. These assumptions emanated from the Area Structure Plan that had been drawn up  (although not agreed) before the onset of the economic crisis of 2008. It had been the intention that this matter would be presented to the full City Council when deciding on the Proposed Plan to be issued for consultation. Regrettably this opportunity was denied by the Council on formal grounds.

This matter has been raised with city councillors and officers at every possible opportunity since then.

City Square Project 

A Community Council representative participated in the consultation meeting on this development

Air Quality Action Plan and Low Emission Zone – The Community Council participated in the consultation on this plan..
Waste Strategy – The Community Council participated in the consultation on the City waste strategy 2010 – 2025.

Planning Workshops -  Two members of the Community Council attended Planning Workshops organised by ACSEF, the Aberdeen City and Shire Economic Forum. CBMCC are also participating in the Planning Modernisation Group Forums.

Conclusion

The CBM Community Council has continued to benefit from the positive attitude of community councillors in the Council meetings and their willingness to undertake community tasks as and when required. The support and interest shown by the Elected Members has also been of great value. The councillors’ task was facilitated by the successful communication with the local police and the City Council officers. 

The Community Council is grateful for the support given by local businesses

Aberdeen, 31 January 2011

Guus Glass




Peter Reiss

Secretary




Chairman

Guus Glass, Secretary CBMCC

5 Millden Road, Cults, Aberdeen AB15 9LJ

01224 864925  -  CBMCC@cbmcommunity.org.uk
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