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CULTS BIELDSIDE AND MILLTIMBER COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Annual Report 2009

Organisation and Activities

Elections – All Community Councils were dissolved in October and new councillors were elected for the next three years. No election was necessary in the CBM area, as the number of candidates was less than the statutory eighteen seats.

The following councillors served during the year:

January – September
October - December

Mr Peter Reiss (chairman)
Mr Peter Reiss (chairman)

Mr Peter Coutts (vice-chair)
n.a.  (vice- chairman)

Mr Alistair Annand (secretary)
Mr Guus Glass (secretary)

Mr Graham Payne (treasurer)
Mr Graham Payne (treasurer)

Ms Eleanor Brennan
Ms Eleanor Brennan

Ms Jemma Campbell 
Mrs Gillian Buchanan

Mr Colin Cranfield 
Mrs Tracey Davidson

Mrs Tracey Davidson
Mr John Etchells

Mr John Etchells
Mr Martin Harris

Mr Guus Glass
Mrs Christine McCrossan

Mr Keith Good
Mrs Christine McKay

Mr Martin Harris
Ms Harriet North-Lewis

Mrs Jill Kirkham
Mr Derek Robb

Mrs Christine McKay
6 vacancies

Ms Harriet North-Lewis


Mr Derek Robb


2 vacancies


The Community Council is grateful to all departing Councillors for their commitment and work for the community. The CC is actively attracting new councillors to fill all vacancies in the near future.

Meetings – The Community Council held 10 regular meetings, generally on the fourth Thursday of the month. No meetings were held in December and June. The venue for the meetings alternated between the Cults Community Centre and the Deeside Christian Fellowship Church in Milltimber. Regularly members of the public attended meetings, at times in considerable numbers.

The CC was instrumental in providing two additional public meetings to extend the formal consultation by the city council on the new Local Development plan.

Presentations - The Community Council received the following presentations during the year:

· Kathleen Sinclair of Aberdeen City Council presented an overview of the Aberdeen Core Paths Plan. The Community Councillors offered a number of comments and suggestions relating to the financing, design and maintenance of the paths – especially the riverside section. 
· Jonas Hellbrandt of Camphill/Newton Dee presented an overview of the Newton Dee building plans.

Participation in City and Country Associations – Eleanor Brennan, Guus Glass, Peter Reiss and Derek Robb served as representatives on the Civic Forum. The CBMCC was represented with at least one representative in most meetings of the Forum. 

Guus Glass continued to be a member of the lead group of the Civic Forum.

Peter Reiss represented the CBMCC on the Community Council Forum.

The Community Council continued to be a member of the Association of Scottish Community Councils. 

Newsletter – The MBC News is an independent community newsletter, supported by the Community Council. Four issues were published in 2009, each including extensive news reports contributed by the Community Council and the Elected Members for the area. A start was made with the publication of mini CV’s of the Community Councillors.

Festival – The traditional MBC Festival was organised successfully in August by an independent work group with support from the Community Council.

Flower Baskets - Hanging Baskets were installed in the area, on the initiative of and largely paid by the CC.

Heritage Booklet – Discussions with the author of an earlier Cults heritage booklet on reprinting an up-dated version of the booklet continued throughout the year. Regrettably the CC project had to be discontinued when no agreement on the project management conditions could be reached.

Small Improvement Fund – Several donations were made to local activities and initiatives from the Small Improvement Fund assigned to the Community Council. Refer to the Accounts Report for details.

Spring-Clean – A one-day Railway Line Clean Up was organised successfully by the CC.
Xmas Carol Event – In December the CC organised the traditional Xmas Carol Event on the Cults Square. The Cults Hotel and Kelly’s of Cults provided soup and mince pies respectively. There were approximately 300 attendees and £400 was raised, donated to the VSA
Community Issues

The Community Council addressed the following issues arising within the CBM area during the year. The subjects are listed alphabetically.

Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route – Following the 2008 Public Inquiry the Community Council wrote to the Reporters highlighting our expectations. We have been awaiting a response and the Inquiry outcome throughout the year.

Bus Service  – After the disappointing decision of First Bus to discontinue the 24 bus service from the CBM area to city shopping centres, the CC participated in discussions with Council officials which eventually resulted in successful tendering and re-instatement of the service – now the 93 service.

Community Action Plan – The Action Plan drafted by the Neighbourhood Planning group of the city was reviewed and the key issues for the CBM area were agreed as follows:

· Planning and Vision for our Area

· Waste Management (including litter)

· Core Paths management

· Condition of the Roads

· Local Transport Issues

· Cults Academy as facility for the Community 

Local Planning Applications - The CC made representations on aspects of the following local planning applications:

· Installation of a mobile phone mast on the grounds of the Baptist Church, Cults

· Extension of 67 Friarsfield Road, Cults

· Erection of two houses at Cliff House, Craighton Road.

· New Church Building at the Deeside Christian Fellowship Church, Milltimber

· Demolition of 288 North Deeside Road, Cults and erection of two houses.

· Extension of the Cults Hotel

· Erection of additional house on Dunlinn House grounds, Bieldside.

· Erection of a house at Pinelands, Milltimber

· Establishment of a retail nursery at East Middlefields, Kingswells.

· Demolition of 2 Station Road East, Milltimber and erection of two houses.

Loirsbank Road Development – The building of houses on the low-lying fields bordering the floodplain of the Dee had been a late addition to the current Local Plan – opposed by the CC. The development planning applications raised strong opposition from local residents and letters of objection were submitted by the CC. The potential flooding was also raised in a Waterwatch meeting.  The developer has now withdrawn the application but the area will remain a potential problem as long as it is in the Local Plan.

New Aberdeen Local Development Plan – This year saw the start of the consultations on the new Aberdeen Local Plan. As a first step developers were tasked with talking to Community Councils. The CC considered the single meeting organised by the City for this purpose inadequate and – in consultation with Peterculter CC - arranged 2 more meetings. An information leaflet was produced and distributed door to door and at various local events. Some 500 members of the local public attended, expressing as their overwhelming view that there was far too much development planned for the area and in particular for the Green Belt. 

As a follow up the CC arranged a public discussion of the main issues of the Plan in their August monthly meeting. Approximately 20 members of the public were in attendance as a result of a flyer and an MBC News article. A specimen letter was provided to members of the public to assist in them in writing to Authorities regarding their concerns.

The Main Issues Report issued for consultation in October already showed a significant reduction of the new housing planned for the CC’s area – 4000 instead of 10 000 units in the next five years -– thus ratifying the communities views. 

Another door to door flyer was issued and an estimated 400 residents showed their interest in three local consultation meetings. The main concerns raised by the residents were:

· What is the justification for building so many homes?

· What infrastructure is going to be put in place?

· Where are the local transport plans?

The Milltimber meeting generated the strongest public opposition.

The CC wrote to the Planners expressing the concerns of the community.

Future Development scrutiny will focus on the Counteswells and Oldfold projects.

Police Matters - The Community Council was informed about incidents and crime in the community by the Community police officers reporting in most monthly meetings. No alarming trends were observed. Community Councillors made several suggestions regarding street and road safety for action

Potholes – Representations to the Council were made regarding the abundance of potholes in the area’s roads.
Traffic management around Cults Academy – The CC submitted comments to the City Council regarding the Speed Bump scheme proposed around the new Cults Academy. As a result bumps have not been installed in some of the roads.

Traffic Measures on Roads connecting Garthdee Road and North Deeside Road -  

After residents of Westerton Road expressed their concern about proposed traffic calming measures on Westerton Road, Pitfodels Station Road and Inchgarth Road, the CC wrote to the Council asking for clarity regarding the basic traffic surveys and requesting an integrated solution for the short and long term connectivity.

The new Local Plan proposes a new connecting road to alleviate the rat-running problems.

City Issues

The following, city-wide issues which would impact on the CBM community were also addressed during the year.

New Aberdeen City and Shire Structure Plan – New Structure Plan was approved by the City Council and sent to Scottish Ministers for endorsement. Our comments were not accepted.

After consultation with other CC’s and the Civic Forum to ensure a common approach, the CC submitted a letter to Ministers with their concerns i.e.: 

· No proper explanation for the rejection of our previous comments

· Plan is based on an overly optimistic economic forecast and hence unrealistic population and household projections.

· Apparent lack of regulatory control may lead to irreparable damage to the quality of the environment.

· Apparent lack of integration between the Plan and the Transport Strategy 

Ministers endorsed the Plan unchanged

Single Outcome Agreement – A representative of the CC participated in a stakeholders meeting to shape the City’s response to the Government.
Waste Strategy – A representative of the CC participated in a seminar to discuss the City’s response to the consultation on the new Zero Waste Plan of the Government.

Conclusion

The CBM Community Council has continued to benefit from the positive attitude of community councillors in the Council meetings and their willingness to undertake community tasks as and when required. The support and interest shown by the Elected Members has also been of great value. The councillors’ task was facilitated by the successful communication with the local police and the City Council officers. 

The Community Council is grateful for the support given by local businesses

Aberdeen, 25 March 2010

Guus Glass




Peter Reiss

Secretary




Chairman

Guus Glass, Secretary CBMCC

5 Millden Road, Cults, Aberdeen AB15 9LJ

01224 864925  -  CBMCC@cbmcommunity.org.uk
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